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lT'S BEEN NEARLYA DECADE SINCE i HOOKED INTO My FtRSTTARPON,lwas a
saltwater novice, recently transplanted from the midwest to the sub-tropics of southwest
Florida, During that time, I had frequented the long f ishing pier of ft. ybel at the southern

most tip of Sanibel lsland. The iconic stretch of weathered planks and concrete offered

shore bound anglers a chance at a varie! of species, including the mighty silver krng,

It was a mid April morning in 2006. The blue waters of san carlos Bay were srick with

only the rolling tide shifting the watels sudace, Armed with my mightiest freshwater tackle,
a St croix E-cat series rod and Shakespeare Tidewater reel, I heaved a weighted chunk of
fresh Spanish mackerel into the deep hole just a few yards off the end of the pier.
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